
China 'began developing two Covid

vaccines' before official outbreak

Tue, April 18, 2023 at 10:08 AM EDT · 4 min read

Security personnel keep watch outside the Wuhan Institute of Virology - THOMAS

PETER

Chinese researchers may have begun developing two Covid

vaccines in November 2019, before the official start of the

outbreak, a US senate report has claimed.

The claims come in a 300-page document, which concluded

that the pandemic most likely came from a lab leak and was

the result of a "research-related incident" in Wuhan.

It said the theory that Covid-19 jumped from animals to

humans in a market no longer deserved the "presumption of

accuracy".

The report argued that Chinese researchers appeared to

begin development of at least two Covid vaccines at the

Wuhan Institute of Virology (WIV) in November 2019,
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meaning "SARS-CoV-2 would have been present at the WIV

before the known outbreak of the pandemic".

The claims give further credence to the lab leak theory and

support accusations that China covered up early cases of the

outbreak.

The 300-page report, released to Axios, was the full version

of a 35-page summary published in October by the Senate

Health, Education, Labor and Pensions Committee.

It said: "The Covid-19 pandemic was, more likely than not,

the result of a research-related incident.

"New information, made publicly available and independently

verifiable, could change this assessment.

"However, the hypothesis of a natural zoonotic origin no

longer deserves the benefit of the doubt, or the presumption

of accuracy."

The report suggested that advocates of the natural

transmission theory "must provide clear and convincing

evidence" for their argument.

It concluded: "The preponderance of information affirms the

plausibility of a research-related incident that was likely

unintentional resulting from failures of biosafety containment

during vaccine-related research."

No evidence proving a natural spillover

Scientists, and US intelligence, have been divided over

whether the pandemic originated at the Wuhan Institute of

Virology [WIV], which had been collecting and manipulating

bat viruses, or from a natural spillover at a Wuhan market

selling live animals.

The report said there were "anomalies" between Covid-19

and other diseases that have spilled over naturally from

animals to humans.

And it said, three years on, no critical evidence had been

found proving there was a natural spillover.

It added that there had not been spillovers of the virus in

numerous places at numerous times, as might be expected if

that was the cause.
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The report also noted that the type of bats carrying the

closest virus to Covid-19 lived over 1,000 miles away from

Wuhan.

However, the lab had collected over 200 coronaviruses, and

employees had been photographed handling bats with

inadequate protective gear, the report said.

Scientists there had been involved in research aimed at

preventing future pandemics, and had sought funding to

engineer coronaviruses, it said.

The Huanan Seafood Wholesale Market in Wuhan, pictured in January 2020, has

been at the centre of a row over the origins of Covid-19 - Dake Kang

The report said: "A research-related incident is consistent

with the early epidemiology [of Covid-19] showing rapid

spread of the virus in Wuhan, with the earliest calls for

assistance being located near the WIV’s original campus in

central Wuhan.

“In short, human errors, mechanical failure, animal bites,

animal escapes, inadequate training, insufficient funding, and

pressure for results can lead to an escape of virulent

pathogens, which could, in turn, infect animals and humans

and lead to a release of a virus from a lab."

No definitive conclusion

However, the report did not offer a "definitive" conclusion on

the origin of the pandemic.

It said: "More information is needed to arrive at a more

precise, if not a definitive, understanding of the origins...and

how the Covid-19 pandemic began.

"Governments, leaders, public health officials, and scientists

involved in addressing the Covid-19 pandemic and working

Congress tackles COVID-19 orgins
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to prevent future pandemics, must commit to greater

transparency, engagement, and responsibility in their efforts."

Last month, Christopher Wray, the director of the FBI, said

Covid “most likely” leaked from the Wuhan lab.

Mr Wray said: "The FBI has for quite some time now

assessed that the origins of the pandemic are most likely a

potential lab incident in Wuhan."

The US Department of Energy has also concluded that a lab

leak was the most likely cause, although with "low

confidence".

The energy department oversees a network of 17 US

laboratories researching advanced biology.

Meanwhile, the CIA reportedly remains undecided between

the lab leak and natural transmission theories.

Jake Sullivan, the US national security adviser, said last

month there was not a "definitive answer" yet.

He said: "Some elements of the intelligence community have

reached conclusions on one side, some on the other, and a

number have said they just don’t have enough information to

be sure."
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What do you think?

Sort by Top

Douglas

2 days ago

So it was a result of negligence in China? Sounds like the United States should calculate our financial cost of 

the pandemic and deduct that amount from what we owe to China.  Anybody up for a tax break?

(Edited)

Reply · 294 18 · Share

jeff-2019

1 day ago

I am more inclined to believe that China was purposely developing the new coronavirus as a biological 
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Show 31 more replies

Show 2 more replies

I am more inclined to believe that China was purposely developing the new coronavirus as a biological 

weapon. That's why their lab scientists had to develop these two vaccines as a preventive measure to 

keep themselves from getting infected.

Reply · 20 1 · Share

Tian

21 hours ago

Remeber the powder tube held up by Powell at UN meeting to justify US invasion into Iraq???

Reply · · Share

Edwin

20 hours ago

It was only supposed to infect people of European ancestry

Reply · 1 · Share

Guerrero

20 hours ago

the lab was been run by an international group including our country and at the same time it was been 

experimented with covid 19 in Ukraine and it was already call covid 19 before 2019 look it just a simple 

google search

Reply · · Share
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The Telegraph

The UK is blinding itself to the truth about Covid’s

origins

As a US Senate committee’s full, 300-page report on the origin

of Covid now makes clear, a whole string of clues points

towards a laboratory accident as the probable cause of the…

Good Morning America

New report from Senate Republicans doubles down

on COVID lab leak theory

A new report from Senate Republicans doubles down on the

theory that COVID-19 emerged from an accidental lab leak in

Wuhan -- and possibly, even more than one leak. While their…

Troy Lee Designs 3900 Ultra Protective

Heavyweight Vest Solid (Small, Black)

Amazon.com

The Telegraph

No one believed the Covid Wuhan lab leak theory –

then the world changed its tune

Claims that Covid leaked from a lab were once roundly

dismissed as Trumped-up charges - the ravings of a US

president who seemed maliciously hellbent on blaming China…

The Telegraph

Boys have been left devastated by the woke

attitude to masculinity

Society is in danger of demonising boys and young men. They

are lambasted in schools by toxic masculinity crusaders and

denigrated in popular culture. This environment is having a…

The Telegraph

Half the men I know are using Ozempic to lose

weight – the signs are hard to miss

“Trust me: by this time next year, everyone you know will be on

this drug.” It was a bold claim, made by a well-known LA

designer at a supper last February. Although I nodded along …

3 Reasons to Avoid Topping Off Your Gas Tank

Take a look at some of the facts behind topping off your tank

and discover why drivers should avoid the habit of topping off

their tanks.

Ad • Amazon.com

Ad • AAA
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Fortune

Elon Musk’s aging Tesla sedans will soon face

fresh competition from an unlikely corner

Volkswagen just unveiled its ID.7 sedan, the brand’s third global

EV model, which is expected to hit U.S. shores next year and

compete with Tesla’s Model 3 and Model S.

TheStreet.com

Apple iOS17 Update Rumored to Have Long-

Awaited Feature With a Seismic Impact

Apple's new operating system will reportedly allow iPhone

users for the first time to download apps hosted outside of its

official App Store.

Milwaukee Journal Sentinel

South Milwaukee's 2023 Crusherfest will include

some former WWE superstars. Here's who you can

expect.“Cowboy” Bob Orton, Jr. was announced April 17 as the first

wrestling legend making an appearance at the event, which is

scheduled for June 3-4.

Skechers Men's Slip-ins: GO WALK FLEX - No

Hands Slip-On Shoes

Just step and go in flexible comfort and style wearing Skechers

Hands Free Slip-ins GO WALK Flex. This easy-wearing design

features our exclusive Heel Pillow , Skechers Air-Cooled…

Quartz

The $6 billion sale of the Washington Commanders

shows why pro sports teams are a good investment

A group led by private equity tycoon Josh Harris agreed to buy

the Washington Commanders last week for $6 billion, a record-

breaking sale for US professional sports. It comes after…

WFTV

VIDEO: Florida man accused of shooting into truck

with child inside during road rage incident on

turnpikeA road rage incident in Osceola County led to attempted

murder charges for one Florida man Monday.

Knox News | The Knoxville News-Sentinel

Four-star guard Kaniya Boyd commits to Lady Vols

basketball to start Tennessee's 2024 class

Four-star guard Kaniya Boyd committed to Lady Vols

basketball, she announced Monday, starting off a crucial

recruiting class for Tennessee.

Introducing the Xfinity 10G Network

Everyone in the house online, all at once.  Introducing the next-

generation 10G network. Only from Xfinity.

WESH - Orlando Videos

Ad • SKECHERS®

Ad • Xfinity
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FHP: Man charged with attempted murder after

firing gun in road rage incident on Florida Turnpike

FHP: Man charged with attempted murder after firing gun in

road rage incident on Florida Turnpike

Reuters

Activist investor urges Getty to partner with Meta,

Microsoft to grow revenue

Last week, Trillium asked Getty for a board seat and urged the

company to evaluate strategic options including a sale.

According to Trillium's Monday statement, Getty should expa…

The Telegraph

Britain will have to choose on China

China’s post-Covid economic rebound has surpassed market

expectations, with a 4.5 per cent expansion in GDP in the first

quarter of the year. Strong growth in exports and infrastructur…

Market outlook: Slowing inflation sparks optimism

But slower inflation is sparking optimism among investors. Get

our quarterly in-depth analysis including interactive charts,

videos and more.

The Wrap

Bill Clinton Names the ‘Big Problem With Gun

Owners’ in Fight for Reform: ‘They Have to Treat

Each Other Like People’ (Video)The former president sat with “Morning Joe” host Joe

Scarborough for a primetime special airing later this month

Yahoo Movies UK

Superman: Legacy: Release date, cast, plot as

James Gunn begins pre-production

Kal-El will finally take flight again in James Gunn's Superman:

Legacy.

Associated Press Videos

ShowBiz Minute: Carter, Space movie, Tribeca

Coroner: Aaron Carter drowned in tub from drug, inhalant; First

movie filmed in space is released Thursday; Tribeca sets lineup

with docs on Stan Lee, Gloria Gaynor. (April 19)

Vanna White Retires: Her Salary Is Unacceptable

Fans are in shock after they found out how much Vanna White

earns every year

INSIDER
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I took a free, science-backed 'lifespan calculator'

and it said I'll live to 96 — though if I cut down on

sugar, it said I could live even longerA brief online questionnaire said I would live until almost 100,

and then suggested science-backed ways to lengthen my

lifespan.

Yahoo News

DeSantis shows his friendlier side in campaign

swing to New Hampshire

Last Friday, Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis trekked to New

Hampshire, which is set to host the first Republican presidential

primary next year, to rally support for the state GOP — and fo…

FOX News Videos

SWAT destroyed this cancer survivor’s house. Why

they may be forced to pay up

A SWAT team destroyed a cancer survivor’s home while

chasing a fugitive. The city refused to pay for the damage. But a

new legal strategy may help Vicki Baker and others.
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