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8 fully vaccinated Mainers have
died from COVID-19. Vaccines still
prevent more deaths.

Sun, June 13, 2021, 9:28 AM · 4 min read

Jun. 13—When Karen Letourneau saw her mother

in April for the first time in more than a year, she

did not expect it would be the last time.

Three weeks earlier, Letourneau's mother, Patricia

Caron of Lewiston, had received the Johnson &

Johnson vaccine. The day they met, Caron felt

symptoms of what she thought was a cold. But

when Letourneau, who lives in Wales and was

partially vaccinated then, found herself

experiencing COVID-19 symptoms a few days later,

she asked her mother to get tested.

Caron got a rapid coronavirus test. It came back

positive. She ended up in the hospital and died of
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Maine Center for Disease Control and Prevention

Director Nirav Shah said last week. The state has

identified 426 cases of the virus in fully vaccinated

people, accounting for about 1 of every 1,600

vaccinated people in Maine. By comparison, more

than 15,000 Mainers, or 1 out of every 88 people,

have tested positive for the virus in the past two

months alone.

Those numbers fit with scientific studies showing

the vaccines used in the U.S. are more than 90

percent effective. But the deaths are tragedies for

families who assumed vaccines would eliminate

COVID-19 risk and raise concerns among people

with compromised immune systems and their

loved ones.

Health officials still emphasize that vaccinations

are still the best way to stop the spread of the

virus and prevent severe disease and are optimistic

that Maine's high overall vaccination rate will

continue to reduce transmission, including

breakthrough cases.

The initial data suggest breakthrough cases in

Maine are more common in older individuals and

people with underlying health conditions, Shah

said. Almost all are not serious. About half of

vaccinated people who tested positive for

COVID-19 were not experiencing symptoms when

contacted by a case investigator, according to the

Maine CDC. Only 19 have been hospitalized.

Importantly, breakthrough cases have not been

associated with one COVID-19 vaccine more than

others, Shah said, nor have they been linked to

particular variants. He said people who tested

positive for the virus after being vaccinated were

exposed in a variety of ways.
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Because vaccines work by stimulating an immune

response, they can be less effective for those with

weakened immune systems, such as organ

transplant recipients or chemotherapy patients,

said Dr. James Jarvis, who leads Northern Light

Health's COVID-19 response.

Jarvis emphasized, however, that vaccines are still

incredibly helpful for immunocompromised people,

who also tend to be at greater risk for severe
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COVID-19.

"If I told you that you had a 90 percent chance — if

you came down with COVID-19 — that you would

be severely ill if you were unvaccinated, but you

only have a 50 percent chance if you are

vaccinated, then vaccines make a huge difference

for you," he said. "So it is important for people to

remember that even if your immune response is

less than what it is for the general population, it's

The Latest: Lebanon marks daily record of

vaccinations

Associated Press
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still better than not being vaccinated at all."

From a public health perspective, Jarvis noted that

there is increasingly strong evidence that vaccines

limit spread of the virus. A U.S. Centers for Disease

Control and Prevention study released last week

found vaccinated health care workers who

contracted COVID-19 carried lower viral loads and

shed less virus, making them less likely to transmit

it to others.

8 states see a rise in infection rates, 29% of

Republicans don't want vaccine – yet: Live

COVID-19 updates

USA TODAY
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That suggests widespread vaccine uptake can still

reduce breakthrough cases in

immunocompromised people by making them less

likely to be exposed to the virus in the first place.

Maine has started to see the effects of high

vaccination rates on transmission in the past

month, with cases and hospitalizations declining

rapidly. Sixty-four percent of Mainers have now

received at least one vaccine dose, according to

federal data.

U.K. to delay reopening as Delta variant

accounts for 90% of cases and U.S. court

upholds mandatory vaccination

MarketWatch
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Letourneau, whose mother died from the virus

despite being vaccinated, said she wishes there

was more information available about

breakthrough cases. If she had known more, she

said, she would have taken more precautions

despite her mother's vaccination status and been

more insistent that she seek testing and treatment

when she first had symptoms.

Caron was previously undergoing pulmonary

Novavax vaccine over 90% effective against

COVID-19, company says

Washington Examiner
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testing due to shortness of breath and took an

immune-suppressing medication to treat

rheumatoid arthritis, Letourneau said. She

wonders if that could have led the vaccine to work

less effectively. But she is also frustrated by

discourse about breakthrough cases, saying people

were too often dismissive of potential risks for

older people and those with pre-existing

conditions.

The latest on COVID-19 vaccines and children

ABC News Videos
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"It almost gets mentioned as an aside, like the

people who this happens to are the elderly and the

immunocompromised, so it's like they don't matter

as much," she said. "But they do matter."Our goal is to create a safe and engaging place for users to connect over interests and passions. In order
to improve our community experience, we are temporarily suspending article commenting

Companies Push Employees to Prove They

Are Vaccinated for Covid-19

The Wall Street Journal
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Axios

States with low vaccination rates see drop in COVID
cases, but experts warn it might not last
Although COVID-19 cases are dropping across the country,
even in areas that haven't vigorously vaccinated their
populations, experts warn the good times may not last, the…

Charlotte Observer

American Airlines extends a popular nonstop tropical
flight from CLT airport
Flying on a wide-body Boeing 777, the approximately 10-hour
flight is the longest flight departing from Charlotte Douglas
International Airport.

Highest Paying Cash Back Card Has Hit The Market
This top cash back card offers a super easy $200 sign up
bonus and unlimited 1.5% cash back on purchases, all with no
annual fee.

Raleigh News and Observer

Another company’s diabetes medicine recalled for
having too much of a carcinogen
The latest recall of type 2 diabetes drug metformin was made
Friday by Viola Pharmaceuticals, which pulled two lots of 750
mg tablets.

ABC News Videos

CDC issues warning about another respiratory virus
Dr. Jen Ashton has what you need to know about the increase
in cases of the Respiratory Syncytial Virus.

CBS News

Gottlieb says Delta variant likely to become dominant
U.S. strain
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Atlanta: Bank Accounts With 7X the Average Rate
A high-interest account allows you to earn compound
interest, while still having full access to your money at any
time. These are our top picks.

Business Insider

Just because you've been vaccinated doesn't mean
you can stop caring about America's vaccine
campaignThings are returning to normal for vaccinated people. But
without one last push to increase vaccination rates, we might
all be at risk.

The Week

The Delta variant is producing different COVID-19
symptoms than usual, researchers say
The Delta variant is producing different COVID-19 symptoms
than usual, researchers say

LA Times

COVID vaccine 'passports' in the U.S.: Here's what
we're getting and why
The federal government isn't willing to make a digital pass or
app that attests to a person's vaccination status. Several
companies are trying to fill the void.

Fed Cuts Mortgage Rates to Insane Lows
Today's mortgage refi rates at 1.77% FIXED - No hidden points
or fees! 1.97% APR. Cut your payment while rates are still low.

Roll Tide Wire

Amari Cooper demolishes rookie in chess after being
challenged
Former Alabama wide receiver Amari Cooper may be a star on
the football field, but he's also a master at chess. He recently
took on Micah...

CBS News

Pfizer ready to make COVID vaccines for new
variants, CEO says
Bourla believes Pfizer is ready to leap into action with new
vaccines to protect against the possible variants within 100
days.

MarketWatch

Disney World and Disneyland won’t require fully
vaccinated visitors to wear masks anymore
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Unlimited with 5G included for just $30/mo.

The State

Despite wave of anti-LGBTQ efforts, SC advocates say
they’re stronger than ever
“South Carolina has never seen this type of collaborative
leadership in the LGBTQ community.”

The Telegraph

Aung San Suu Kyi takes the stand in 'absurd' and
'politically motivated' trial
The junta trial of Aung San Suu Kyi, Myanmar’s ousted civilian
leader opened on Monday, with her supporters denouncing
the charges against her as “politically motivated” and…

Best Products

Bath & Body Works’ Semi-Annual Sale Starts TODAY
With Up to 75% Off Your Favorite Scents
That includes candles, body washes, lotions, and more!

Kirkland Products That Are Secretly Big Brands
These are the real brands behind Costco's Kirkland Signature
brand.

Motorious

Dodge Challenger Crabbing On The Highway
Oh, that’s not good…

Variety

New Book ‘Blackface’ Examines Hollywood’s Painful,
Enduring Ties to Racist Performances
Conversations about Blackface, when white people darken
their skin to perform exaggerated versions of nonwhite
characters, often centers on the historical when it comes to…

Axios

Ice shelf holding back Antarctica's Pine Island Glacier
is breaking up
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Georgia: Say Bye To Your Power Bill If You Own A
Home In Atlanta
If you pay more than $99/month for power and own a home
in Georgia, you better read this.

The Root

10 Books Celebrating the Rich History of Black
Cuisine to Honor Juneteenth
In recent years, Juneteenth has become another date to
celebrate all facets of Blackness—and that, of course,
includes the food. Because it’s June, everyone loves an excu…

Reuters Videos

Rusting Soviet plant turns into green urban space
This Soviet plant is becoming a green hubLocation: Ivano-
Frankivsk, UkraineUkrainian entrepreneurs are transforming
the disused factoryinto a growing urban space for education…

KTRK – Houston

Judge dismisses lawsuit fighting hospital worker
vaccine requirement
The employees had sued the hospital over its vaccine
requirement. A judge called the lawsuit frivolous.

Atlanta: Bank Accounts With 7X the Average Rate
A high-interest account allows you to earn compound
interest, while still having full access to your money at any
time. These are our top picks.

Associated Press

Southern Baptists meet amid controversy over leaked
letters
As Southern Baptists prepare for their biggest annual meeting
in more than a quarter-century, accusations that leaders have
shielded churches from claims of sexual abuse and simmerin…

SmarterAnalyst

Sorrento Teams with Mayo Clinic and Gets UK
Approval for Phase 2 Trial for COVI-DROPS; Shares
Roar 5%Shares of the biopharmaceutical company Sorrento
Therapeutics (SRNE) jumped 5.1% in Friday’s extended trading
session after the company inked a research collaboration…

Reuters

AstraZeneca shots have good risk-benefit profile for
over 60s, says EMA official
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Fed Cuts Mortgage Rates to Insane Lows
Today's mortgage refi rates at 1.77% FIXED - No hidden points
or fees! 1.97% APR. Cut your payment while rates are still low.

The Wall Street Journal

Companies Push Employees to Prove They Are
Vaccinated for Covid-19
Goldman Sachs and Morgan Stanley are among the employers
requesting staffers to disclose their vaccination status as
more offices reopen.

News Direct

Save the Redwoods League and California State Parks
to Reopen Fully Renovated Pfeiffer Falls Trail in Big
Sur on June 18$2 million trail with views of redwoods and waterfall to
reopen after 2008 Basin Complex Fire destroyed access to
the popular park destination

Associated Press

Jimmy Smits figured he could carry a tune 'In the
Heights'
He hadn't been in a musical since his high school years, but
when Jimmy Smits saw the opportunity to play Kevin Rosario
in the film adaptation of “In the Heights,” he was happy to…

Kirkland Products That Are Secretly Big Brands
These are the real brands behind Costco's Kirkland Signature
brand.

AARP

Workaholics Beware: All Work and No Play May Be
Bad for Your Brain
Working too hard? Give your brain a break. A study found
that spending more than 25 hours a week on the job may
diminish your brainpower.

The Independent

CNN reporter brands Trump administration seizing
her emails ‘sheer abuse of power’
Barbara Starr has called on the Biden administration to
introduce new protections for journalists

Reuters

Man with 39 wives, head of 'world's largest family',
dies in India
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Georgia: Say Bye To Your Power Bill If You Own A
Home In Atlanta
If you pay more than $99/month for power and own a home
in Georgia, you better read this.

The Independent

Cornish churchgoers ‘gobsmacked’ as Bidens join
them for Sunday service
‘It’s lovely to know he made the time in his busy schedule in
order to come to Mass,’ priest says

Kansas City Star

Kansas City man accused of fatally shooting the
mother of their young children
After the shooting, the suspect walked into a fire station and
said he had “just killed his baby mama,” police say.

The Independent

Brother of tourist killed in Austin shooting says
‘public deserves to know he suffered’
Fourteen people injured after two suspects opened fire on
busy street

U.S. Surgeon Drops 70 LBS: "I Quit 3 Foods"
Top Surgeon and Author of the Best Selling Book "Dr.
Gundry's Diet Evolution" Discovers Link Between Gut Health
and the Rising Number on the Scale.

The Independent

FBI warns that QAnon’s ‘digital soldiers’ may engage
in ‘real world violence’
A vast online-driven conspiracy theory movement, growing
frustrated with calls to “trust the plan” as QAnon’s predictions
fail to materialise, may begin to engage in “real world…

The Independent

Sky written marriage proposal with sneak attack on
Joe Rogan goes viral
Ten sky marriages worth $17,500 include height-related jab at
podcast host

Lexington Herald-Leader

Skier dies after sliding 500 feet into rocks in Rocky
Mountain National Park
Bystanders rushed to help him.
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Microsoft Teams, priced for small businesses

The Independent

Mitch McConnell says he will stop Biden appointing a
Supreme Court justice in 2024 if he can
The wily Kentucky senator used similar tactics during the
Obama administration

The Independent

Trump Justice Department official denies knowledge
of snooping on Democrat lawmakers
Rosenstein tells associates he had no knowledge of subpoena
targeting Schiff

The Independent

Royal expert claims Biden broke etiquette rules by
wearing sunglasses to meet the Queen
‘If you’re meeting the Queen face-to-face, there’s no
sunglasses or anything like that at all because eye contact is
quite important with any introduction’

We've Assembled The NBA's Greatest Starting Five
Curating the greatest starters for every NBA Franchise looks a
little something like this.

The Independent

Christa Pike: Lawyers for only woman on Tennessee’s
death row fight to stop execution
The 45-year-old was convicted at the age of 20 for the brutal
torture and murder of a classmate

The Independent

Student’s graduation photos honouring her
immigrant farm-working family go viral
Daughter of immigrants to US says without parents, ‘I
wouldn’t have this degree’
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