
Professor researching Covid-19 was killed in
an apparent murder-suicide, officials say

 Updated 3:44 PM ET, Wed May 6, 2020
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University of Pittsburgh professor Bing Liu was shot and killed in apparent murder-suicide, police said.

(CNN) — A University of Pittsburgh professor on the verge of making "very significant findings" researching Covid-19, according to the university, was
shot and killed in an apparent murder-suicide over the weekend, police said.

The research assistant professor, identified as Bing Liu, was found in his townhouse Saturday with gunshot wounds to the head, neck, torso and
extremities, according to the Ross Police Department.

Investigators believe an unidentified second man, who was found dead in his car, shot and killed Liu in his home before returning to his car and taking
his own life.

Police believe the men knew each other, but say there is "zero indication that there was targeting due to his (Liu) being Chinese," according to
Detective Sgt. Brian Kohlhepp.

The university issued a statement saying it is "deeply saddened by the tragic death of Bing Liu, a prolific researcher and admired colleague at Pitt. The
University extends our deepest sympathies to Liu's family, friends and colleagues during this di�cult time."

"Bing was on the verge of making very significant findings toward understanding the cellular mechanisms that underlie SARS-CoV-2 infection and the
cellular basis of the following complications," his colleagues at the university's Department of Computational and Systems Biology said in a statement.

Members of the university's School of Medicine describe their former colleague as an outstanding researcher and mentor, and have pledged to
complete Liu's research "in an e�ort to pay homage to his scientific excellence."

CNN's Christina Walker contributed to this report.

Log In

Search CNN...

US Audio TV Channels

Bing Liu: University of Pittsburgh professor killed in apparent murder-suic... https://www.cnn.com/2020/05/06/us/university-of-pittsburgh-professor-kille...

2 of 5 4/18/22, 21:04

https://cnn.com/coronavirus-latest
https://cnn.com/coronavirus-latest
https://www.cnn.com/
https://www.cnn.com/
https://www.cnn.com/
https://www.cnn.com/
https://www.cnn.com/us
https://www.cnn.com/audio
https://www.cnn.com/audio
https://www.cnn.com/audio
https://www.cnn.com/live-tv
https://www.cnn.com/live-tv
https://www.cnn.com/live-tv
https://plus.cnn.com/plus?utm_medium=oando&utm_source=nav-bar&utm_campaign=cnnplus-launch-featurepage
https://plus.cnn.com/plus?utm_medium=oando&utm_source=nav-bar&utm_campaign=cnnplus-launch-featurepage
https://plus.cnn.com/plus?utm_medium=oando&utm_source=nav-bar&utm_campaign=cnnplus-launch-featurepage
https://plus.cnn.com/plus?utm_medium=oando&utm_source=nav-bar&utm_campaign=cnnplus-launch-featurepage
https://plus.cnn.com/plus?utm_medium=oando&utm_source=nav-bar&utm_campaign=cnnplus-launch-featurepage
https://plus.cnn.com/plus?utm_medium=oando&utm_source=nav-bar&utm_campaign=cnnplus-launch-featurepage
https://plus.cnn.com/plus?utm_medium=oando&utm_source=nav-bar&utm_campaign=cnnplus-launch-featurepage


TV Channels

Audio

US Audio TV Channels

Bing Liu: University of Pittsburgh professor killed in apparent murder-suic... https://www.cnn.com/2020/05/06/us/university-of-pittsburgh-professor-kille...

3 of 5 4/18/22, 21:04

https://www.cnn.com/live-tv
https://www.cnn.com/live-tv
https://www.cnn.com/live-tv
https://www.cnn.com/audio
https://www.cnn.com/audio
https://www.cnn.com/audio
https://www.cnn.com/
https://www.cnn.com/
https://www.cnn.com/
https://www.cnn.com/
https://www.cnn.com/us
https://www.cnn.com/audio
https://www.cnn.com/audio
https://www.cnn.com/audio
https://www.cnn.com/live-tv
https://www.cnn.com/live-tv
https://www.cnn.com/live-tv
https://plus.cnn.com/plus?utm_medium=oando&utm_source=nav-bar&utm_campaign=cnnplus-launch-featurepage
https://plus.cnn.com/plus?utm_medium=oando&utm_source=nav-bar&utm_campaign=cnnplus-launch-featurepage
https://plus.cnn.com/plus?utm_medium=oando&utm_source=nav-bar&utm_campaign=cnnplus-launch-featurepage
https://plus.cnn.com/plus?utm_medium=oando&utm_source=nav-bar&utm_campaign=cnnplus-launch-featurepage
https://plus.cnn.com/plus?utm_medium=oando&utm_source=nav-bar&utm_campaign=cnnplus-launch-featurepage
https://plus.cnn.com/plus?utm_medium=oando&utm_source=nav-bar&utm_campaign=cnnplus-launch-featurepage
https://plus.cnn.com/plus?utm_medium=oando&utm_source=nav-bar&utm_campaign=cnnplus-launch-featurepage


US

World

Politics

Business

Opinion

Health

Entertainment

Tech

Style

Travel

Sports

Videos

Audio

Coupons

Weather

More

US Audio TV Channels

Bing Liu: University of Pittsburgh professor killed in apparent murder-suic... https://www.cnn.com/2020/05/06/us/university-of-pittsburgh-professor-kille...

4 of 5 4/18/22, 21:04

https://www.cnn.com/us
https://www.cnn.com/us
https://www.cnn.com/world
https://www.cnn.com/world
https://www.cnn.com/politics
https://www.cnn.com/politics
https://www.cnn.com/business
https://www.cnn.com/business
https://www.cnn.com/opinions
https://www.cnn.com/opinions
https://www.cnn.com/health
https://www.cnn.com/health
https://www.cnn.com/entertainment
https://www.cnn.com/entertainment
https://www.cnn.com/business/tech
https://www.cnn.com/business/tech
https://www.cnn.com/style
https://www.cnn.com/style
https://www.cnn.com/travel
https://www.cnn.com/travel
https://www.cnn.com/sport
https://www.cnn.com/sport
https://www.cnn.com/videos
https://www.cnn.com/videos
https://www.cnn.com/audio
https://www.cnn.com/audio
https://coupons.cnn.com/
https://coupons.cnn.com/
https://www.cnn.com/weather
https://www.cnn.com/weather
https://www.cnn.com/more
https://www.cnn.com/more
https://www.cnn.com/
https://www.cnn.com/
https://www.cnn.com/
https://www.cnn.com/
https://www.cnn.com/us
https://www.cnn.com/audio
https://www.cnn.com/audio
https://www.cnn.com/audio
https://www.cnn.com/live-tv
https://www.cnn.com/live-tv
https://www.cnn.com/live-tv
https://plus.cnn.com/plus?utm_medium=oando&utm_source=nav-bar&utm_campaign=cnnplus-launch-featurepage
https://plus.cnn.com/plus?utm_medium=oando&utm_source=nav-bar&utm_campaign=cnnplus-launch-featurepage
https://plus.cnn.com/plus?utm_medium=oando&utm_source=nav-bar&utm_campaign=cnnplus-launch-featurepage
https://plus.cnn.com/plus?utm_medium=oando&utm_source=nav-bar&utm_campaign=cnnplus-launch-featurepage
https://plus.cnn.com/plus?utm_medium=oando&utm_source=nav-bar&utm_campaign=cnnplus-launch-featurepage
https://plus.cnn.com/plus?utm_medium=oando&utm_source=nav-bar&utm_campaign=cnnplus-launch-featurepage
https://plus.cnn.com/plus?utm_medium=oando&utm_source=nav-bar&utm_campaign=cnnplus-launch-featurepage


US

FOLLOW CNN

Terms of Use Privacy Policy Do Not Sell My Personal Information Ad Choices About Us CNN Store Newsletters

Transcripts License Footage CNN Newsource Sitemap

© 2022 Cable News Network. A Warner Bros. Discovery Company. All Rights Reserved.

CNN Sans ™ & © 2016 Cable News Network.

US Audio TV Channels

Bing Liu: University of Pittsburgh professor killed in apparent murder-suic... https://www.cnn.com/2020/05/06/us/university-of-pittsburgh-professor-kille...

5 of 5 4/18/22, 21:04

https://plus.cnn.com/plus?utm_medium=oando&utm_source=nav-bar&utm_campaign=cnnplus-launch-featurepage
https://plus.cnn.com/plus?utm_medium=oando&utm_source=nav-bar&utm_campaign=cnnplus-launch-featurepage
https://plus.cnn.com/plus?utm_medium=oando&utm_source=nav-bar&utm_campaign=cnnplus-launch-featurepage
https://plus.cnn.com/plus?utm_medium=oando&utm_source=nav-bar&utm_campaign=cnnplus-launch-featurepage
https://plus.cnn.com/plus?utm_medium=oando&utm_source=nav-bar&utm_campaign=cnnplus-launch-featurepage
https://plus.cnn.com/plus?utm_medium=oando&utm_source=nav-bar&utm_campaign=cnnplus-launch-featurepage
https://plus.cnn.com/plus?utm_medium=oando&utm_source=nav-bar&utm_campaign=cnnplus-launch-featurepage
https://www.cnn.com/
https://www.cnn.com/
https://www.cnn.com/
https://www.cnn.com/
https://www.cnn.com/us
https://facebook.com/CNN
https://facebook.com/CNN
https://facebook.com/CNN
https://twitter.com/CNN
https://twitter.com/CNN
https://twitter.com/CNN
https://instagram.com/cnn
https://instagram.com/cnn
https://instagram.com/cnn
https://www.cnn.com/terms
https://www.cnn.com/terms
https://www.cnn.com/privacy
https://www.cnn.com/privacy
https://www.cnn.com/2020/05/06/us/university-of-pittsburgh-professor-killed/index.html#
https://www.cnn.com/2020/05/06/us/university-of-pittsburgh-professor-killed/index.html#
https://warnermediaprivacy.com/opt-out
https://warnermediaprivacy.com/opt-out
https://www.cnn.com/about
https://www.cnn.com/about
https://store.cnn.com/
https://store.cnn.com/
https://www.cnn.com/newsletters
https://www.cnn.com/newsletters
https://www.cnn.com/transcripts
https://www.cnn.com/transcripts
https://www.cnn.com/collection
https://www.cnn.com/collection
http://cnnnewsource.com/
http://cnnnewsource.com/
https://www.cnn.com/sitemap.html
https://www.cnn.com/sitemap.html
https://www.cnn.com/
https://www.cnn.com/
https://www.cnn.com/
https://www.cnn.com/
https://www.cnn.com/us
https://www.cnn.com/audio
https://www.cnn.com/audio
https://www.cnn.com/audio
https://www.cnn.com/live-tv
https://www.cnn.com/live-tv
https://www.cnn.com/live-tv
https://plus.cnn.com/plus?utm_medium=oando&utm_source=nav-bar&utm_campaign=cnnplus-launch-featurepage
https://plus.cnn.com/plus?utm_medium=oando&utm_source=nav-bar&utm_campaign=cnnplus-launch-featurepage
https://plus.cnn.com/plus?utm_medium=oando&utm_source=nav-bar&utm_campaign=cnnplus-launch-featurepage
https://plus.cnn.com/plus?utm_medium=oando&utm_source=nav-bar&utm_campaign=cnnplus-launch-featurepage
https://plus.cnn.com/plus?utm_medium=oando&utm_source=nav-bar&utm_campaign=cnnplus-launch-featurepage
https://plus.cnn.com/plus?utm_medium=oando&utm_source=nav-bar&utm_campaign=cnnplus-launch-featurepage
https://plus.cnn.com/plus?utm_medium=oando&utm_source=nav-bar&utm_campaign=cnnplus-launch-featurepage

