
Scientists created false narrative
over suspected Covid leak from
Wuhan lab, say experts
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Covid-19 - Reuters

The scientific establishment created a false

narrative about whether coronavirus leaked from a

Chinese lab, and dismissed critics as “conspiracy

theorists”, experts have claimed.

In a new documentary for Channel 4 looking into

whether the virus escaped from a laboratory in
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Wuhan, scientists said that a small vocal group had

“stepped way out beyond” the evidence.

Last February, a group of 27 scientists, including Sir

Jeremy Farrar, president of the Wellcome Trust,

wrote a letter in The Lancet stating: “We stand

together to strongly condemn conspiracy theories

suggesting that Covid-19 does not have a natural

origin.”

- ADVERTISEMENT -

However, it later emerged that one of the key

people behind the letter was Peter Daszak, who

had worked closely with Wuhan scientists

researching Sars-related coronaviruses in bats. An

addendum to The Lancet letter setting out his links

to the Chinese lab was not published until June this

year.

A further article published in Nature Medicine also

claimed there was no evidence to suggest that the

virus had been manipulated. But scientists told

filmmakers it was wrong to draw such conclusions

based on the available evidence.

David Relman, professor of microbiology and

immunology at Stanford University, a member of

President Joe Biden’s intelligence team, said: “I was

a little perplexed and a little bit upset with five

very good scientists, some of whom I know well,

who I thought stepped way out beyond what they

should have been saying, based on the data

available to all of us.”

Richard Ebright, professor of chemistry and

chemical biology at Rutgers University, added:

“These were not scientific papers, they did not
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present scientific evidence, they did not analyse

and support scientific data, they were presenting

opinion, they did not belong in scientific journals.

“A small group of scientists, aided by journalists,

established and enforced a false narrative that

science showed Sars-Cov-2 was a natural zoonotic

spillover and a further false narrative that this was

the scientific consensus.”

The documentary shows how a disparate group of

scientists had been forced to launch their own

investigation into the origins of Covid-19. They

discovered that the Wuhan team had been working

with a virus in 2013 that is the closest ever found

to Sars-Cov-2.

That virus had been discovered in horseshoe bats

living in a mineshaft in Mojiang, Yunnan, China, in

2013. The same mineshaft was also associated with

a severe pneumonia-like illness in miners in 2012,

which killed three people.

Professor Nikolai Petrovsky, director of

endocrinology at Flinders Medical Centre in

Australia, told filmmakers he had established that

Covid-19 had emerged already perfectly adapted to

infect humans.

His team used computer models to test which

species the virus bound to most strongly, and

found it was humans. He believes the ancestor of

the virus may have been grown in human cells or

humanised mice and over multiple generations

evolved to infect humans, before escaping.

Prof Petrovsky said that the way coronavirus

spread so quickly around the world, without

initially needing to mutate, was highly unusual.

The programme, Did Covid Leak from a Lab in

China?, will be broadcast at 10.15pm on Sunday.
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Sugary molecules may be one way to prevent COVID;
patients getting younger
Researchers have discovered a sugary residue on the spike of
the novel coronavirus that helps it to break into cells and
infect them, according to a study published in Nature…

Business Insider

A scientist's simple animation shows how the planets
rocket around the sun at wildly different speeds
Planets must careen through space at astonishing speeds to
avoid falling into the sun. The closer they are to the sun, the
faster they go.

Reuters

Shanghai places hundreds in quarantine after airport
COVID-19 cases
SHANGHAI (Reuters) -Authorities in Shanghai have
quarantined hundreds of people in an attempt to halt a fresh
COVID-19 outbreak in the city after infections were detected…
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better time to dash.

The Guardian

Millions of electric car batteries will retire in the next
decade. What happens to them?
The quest to prevent batteries – rich in raw materials such as
cobalt, lithium and nickel – ending up as a mountain of waste
Batteries at a factory in Nanjing in China’s eastern Jiangsu…

Associated Press

WHO issues call for experts to help with COVID
origins probe
The World Health Organization has issued a call for experts to
join a new advisory group it’s forming, in part to address the
agency’s fraught attempts to investigate how the coronaviru…

Reuters Videos

Police clash with protesters in Melbourne
Aerial views showed protesters breaking through police lines
and being met with pepper spray, as they continued to march
through the city streets.Victoria Premier Daniel Andrews on…
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Carnival Cruise Lines will only serve bacon to

guests on alternate days as it's struggling

with a shortage of the breakfast-buffet…

Business Insider
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Vaccines give good protection against Delta, and fully
vaccinated people with a previous COVID-19 infection
are the best-protected group, real-world data showsRegardless of previous infection, two shots of Pfizer or
AstraZeneca offered good protection against the Delta
variant, Oxford scientists said.

Southern Living

The Most Laugh-Out-Loud Southern Foods You Can
Find at Buc-ee's
Who’s ready for a road trip?

The Week

Xi seeks submission from business giants
Why China's efforts could be self-defeating

Most States Tax Your Pension. These 14 Don't
Don't want your pension to be taxed as ordinary income? See
which states are your best options for retirement.

The Root

A Black Couple Says Waffle House Refused to Seat
Them Because of Their Race
A Black couple claims that a Waffle House in Missouri denied
them in-dining service because of the color of their skin.

POPSUGAR

How to Remove Skin Tags, According to
Dermatologists
Skin tags are much like the occasional pimple in that - outside
of being a nuisance - nearly everyone will find at least one on
their body at some point in their lifetime. Not to be confuse…

Benzinga

Get Paid To Smoke Weed: This Company Is Hiring
'Cannabis Effects Specialists' For $1,500 A Month
FlowerAndFreedom.com, a cannabis news and advocacy
website, is looking to hire 3 to 5 "Cannabis Effects Specialists"
to participate in a 30-day study on the effects of smoking…

Earn an MIT certificate
Guided by MIT faculty, gain practical knowledge to embrace
blockchain as a business tool.

The Fiscal Times

Taliban Seizes Billions in US-Supplied Weaponry

Ad • Kiplinger

Ad • MIT Sloan
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Scientists created false narrative over suspected Covid l... https://www.yahoo.com/news/scientists-created-false-nar...
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The Taliban has seized billions of dollars’ worth of U.S.-
supplied military equipment in Afghanistan following their
rapid defeat of government forces in that country. Images of…

KCRA - Sacramento Videos

More fires, weather events cause strain on fire &
smoke computers
Although the Dixie Fire remains top of mind for residents in
Northern California — it’s not the only place where fires are
burning. As of Aug. 13, fourteen states had more than 100…

The State

‘It’s not very church-like.’ SC woman evicted from
church-owned house after 25 years
At the end of July, the 76-year-old woman, her sons and a
friend had to collect what belongings they could from the
yard of a Columbia home where she lived for decades. “For…

The U.S. States People are Fleeing and Moving To
Each year families pack up their belongings and move to a
new home, sometimes out of state.

The Independent

Conspiracy theorist Mike Lindell said to be hiding
Colorado clerk who reportedly leaked election data to
‘Q’MyPillow CEO said Tina Peters was “worried about her safety”

MoneyWise

'No toilet paper, again?!' Shoppers report COVID delta
shortages and hoarding
And, as delta surges and items run out, a survey finds most
consumers plan to stock up.

People

South Carolina GOP Leader Who Pushed Conspiracy
Theories About COVID Dies From the Virus
Pressley Stutts, a Republican leader from South Carolina,
once called face masks "an illusion"

Ad • Forbes Media
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Scientists created false narrative over suspected Covid l... https://www.yahoo.com/news/scientists-created-false-nar...
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