
Slovakia suspends use of
AstraZeneca COVID-19 vaccine as a
recipient dies

FILE PHOTO: A medical worker holds a bottle of AstraZeneca's COVID-19 vaccine in this file photo
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PRAGUE (Reuters) -Slovakia's Health Ministry said

on Tuesday it was suspending the use of

AstraZeneca's COVID-19 vaccine for people getting

their first doses, after experts reviewed the death

of a recipient.

The state drug regulator, SUKL, said last week that

TRENDING

More than 100 Republican former
officials to seek reforms, threaten
new party

NBC News · 3 min read

Shrunken head artifact used as
prop in John Huston film revealed
to be human

NBC News · 4 min read

In latest phone scam, a fake DEA
agent tries to steal your money
using gift cards

Good Morning Ame… · 5 min read

World’s most vaccinated nation
sees COVID-19 resurgence, raising
questions over Chinese vaccine

The Week · 2 min read

Biden announces Uber, Lyft rides
amid July 4 vaccine push

Associated Press · 3 min read

 HOME MAIL NEWS FINANCE SPORTS ENTERTAINMENT LIFE SHOPPING YAHOO PLUS MORE... Download the Yahoo News app

Mail
309

Slovakia suspends use of AstraZeneca COVID-19 vaccine... https://news.yahoo.com/slovakia-halting-astrazeneca-cov...

1 of 11 5/12/21, 12:45



"The Health Ministry is considering various options

at the moment, how to proceed with this issue,"

spokeswoman Zuzana Eliasova said. "At the

moment, people waiting for their second dose are

being inoculated with the AstraZeneca vaccine."

She said further steps would be announced later in

the week.

The company did not immediately respond to a

request for comment.

Some European countries briefly halted

inoculations using the vaccine made by

AstraZeneca in March when concerns surfaced

over very rare blood clots.

But the European Union's European Medicines

Agency has said repeatedly that the vaccine's

potential benefits outweigh any risks from side

effects.

Germany, which had restricted the shot to people

over 60, said last week it would make AstraZeneca

available to all adults, subject to consulting a

doctor. In Norway, a government-appointed

commission has recommended excluding it from

the state's vaccination programme.

Slovakia, a country of 5.5 million people, has given

1.26 million people a first dose, and just under

600,000 people both doses.

Slovakia currently uses vaccines from

Pfizer/BioNTech and Moderna as well as

AstraZeneca. It has also been considering

administering the Russian-made Sputnik V vaccine,

which has not been cleared by the EMA.

(Reporting by Robert Muller and Jason Hovet;

Editing by Kevin Liffey)
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