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concerning coronavirus variants, but some
scientists question when, or whether, such shots

will be needed.

In interviews with Reuters, more than a dozen
influential infectious disease and vaccine
development experts said there is growing
evidence that a first round of global vaccinations
may offer enduring protection against the
coronavirus and its most worrisome variants

discovered to date.

- ADVERTISEMENT -
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Some of these scientists expressed concern that
public expectations around COVID-19 boosters are
being set by pharmaceutical executives rather than
health specialists, although many agreed that
preparing for such a need as a precaution was

prudent.

They fear a push by wealthy nations for repeat
vaccination as early as this year will deepen the
divide with poorer countries that are struggling to
buy vaccines and may take years to inoculate their

citizens even once.

"We don't see the data yet that would inform a
decision about whether or not booster doses are
needed," said Kate O'Brien, director of the
Department of Immunization, Vaccines and
Biologicals at the World Health Organization
(WHO).

O'Brien said the WHO is forming a panel of experts
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Pfizer Inc Chief Executive Albert Bourla has said
people will "likely" need a booster dose of the
company's vaccine every 12 months - similar to an
annual flu shot - to maintain high levels of
immunity against the original SARS-CoV-2 virus and

its variants.

"There is zero, and | mean zero, evidence to
suggest that that is the case," countered Dr. Tom
Frieden, former director of the U.S. Centers for

Disease Control and Prevention.

"It's completely inappropriate to say that we're
likely to need an annual booster, because we have
no idea what the likelihood of that is," Frieden, who
now leads the global public health initiative
Resolve to Save Lives, said of Pfizer's assertions on

boosters.

Pfizer, responding to the criticism, said it expects a
need for boosters while the virus is still circulating
widely. That could change once the pandemic is
more firmly under control, a company

spokeswoman said.

Moderna Inc CEO Stephane Bancel aims to produce
a vaccine by the fall that targets a variant first
identified in South Africa and expects regular

boosters will be needed.

The United States is preparing to have such doses
on hand for Americans, while the European Union,
Britain and Israel have ordered new supplies of
COVID-19 vaccines to deploy as protective

boosters.

Some health experts, including Richard Hatchett,
chief executive of the Coalition for Epidemic
Preparedness Innovations (CEPI) that has funded
many vaccine projects, say vaccine makers are
right to plan ahead for boosters given the

uncertainty over what will be needed in the long
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run.

Governments can then decide for themselves

whether to buy the products, he said.
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effective for six months after people received their
second dose, compared with nearly 95%
demonstrated in their clinical trial. The companies
will track how robust the protection remains over

time.
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Dr. William Gruber, Pfizer's senior vice president of Australia taps Moderna for 25 million

vaccine clinical research and development, told COVID-19 shots in vaccination ramp up

Reuters

Reuters earlier this month the prediction for yearly
boosters was based on "a little evidence" of a

decline in immunity over those six months.

Pfizer expects the COVID-19 vaccine to be a major
revenue contributor for years, and has forecast
sales of $26 billion from the shot in 2021. Global

spending on COVID-19 vaccines and booster shots Over-50s to be offered health checks with
could total $157 billion through 2025, according to autumn Covid vaccine boosters
The Telegraph

U.S. health data firm IQVIA Holdings.

Moderna President Stephen Hoge expects
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boosters will be needed to keep immunity levels Vaccine

high, due in part to vaccine hesitancy, as an
estimated 30% of the U.S. population may not
agree to be vaccinated. As long as the virus is
circulating widely, people at high risk of severe Scientists urge government to roll out ‘surge’

. . . vaccinations in bid to curb spread of Indian
illness may need to boost their immune protection, P

variant

Hoge said.

The Independent

"All governments are in conversations with
(Moderna) and other companies about boosters,"

he said.

BROADER IMMUNITY?
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Those hopes dimmed by February with evidence
that mutant versions of the virus might evade
protection offered by vaccines. Laboratory studies
showed that the South African variant could
produce six to eight-fold reductions in antibody
levels among people vaccinated with the Pfizer or

Moderna vaccines.

Clinical trial data also showed that vaccines from
AstraZeneca Plc, Johnson & Johnson and Novavax
Inc were less effective at preventing infections in

South Africa, where the variant is widespread.

These studies spurred drug companies to start
testing booster doses of their vaccines and to
develop shots that target specific variants of the

virus.

However, more recent research suggests that the
Moderna and Pfizer/BioNTech vaccines produce
high levels of protective antibodies to create a
"cushion effect" against the known variants, said
Dr. Anthony Fauci, head of the National Institutes
of Allergy and Infectious Diseases (NIAID) and a

top White House adviser.

And antibodies - which block the coronavirus from
attaching to human cells - do not tell the whole
story. Several studies suggest that T cells - a type
of white blood cell that can target and destroy
already infected cells - may help prevent severe
COVID-19 and hospitalization.

NIAID researchers found that T cells in the blood
of people who recovered from the original virus
could still fight off infections caused by the
concerning variants found in the UK, South Africa

and Brazil.

"It's quite possible" that boosters would not be

needed, Fauci told Reuters. "It is conceivable that
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States, Britain and Europe are assuring their

populations that a new round of shots will be

available if

needed, with many nations still

desperate for vaccine supplies.

"It's a huge

concern that ... wealthy countries

would begin administering booster doses and

further constraining supply of people's first dose

of vaccine,’

" said Rajeev Venkayya, head of global

vaccines for Takeda Pharmaceutical Co.

Dr. Monica

Gandhi, an infectious disease doctor at

the University of California, San Francisco, said

ultimately,

decisions on whether boosters will be

needed "will best be made by public health

experts, rather than CEOs of a company who may

benefit financially."

(Reporting

by Julie Steenhuysen in Chicago and

Kate Kelland in London; Additional reporting by

Michael Erman in Maplewood, N.J.; Editing by

Michele Gershbherg and Rill Rerkrot)
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RPT-INSIGHT-Top scientists question the need for
COVID-19 booster shots

COVID-19 vaccine developers are making ever bolder
assertions that the world will need yearly booster shots, or

new vaccines to tackle concerning coronavirus variants, but...

22h ago

Associated Press

Taming the virus: US deaths hit lowest level in 10
months

The number of people with COVID-19 who died topped out in
mid-January at an average of more than 3,400 a day, just a
month into the biggest vaccination drive in the nation's...
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CDC finds more clotting cases with J&J vaccine, sees
causal link

CHICAGO (Reuters) -The U.S. Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention said on Wednesday it had found more cases of
potentially life-threatening blood clotting among people wh...
2d ago

Yahoo News Singapore

Man left twice to return to India while isolated for
COoVID-19

While pending a COVID-19 swab test, an Indian national who
was supposed to wait for his test results at a hospital left the
premises, intending to take a flight back to his home country.
5h ago

Associated Press

Trial for 3 ex-cops charged in Floyd’s death pushed to
March

The trial of three former Minneapolis police officers charged
with aiding and abetting in the death of George Floyd will be

pushed back to March 2022, in part to allow the publicity ov...

1d ago
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COVID SCIENCE-mRNA vaccines appear effective vs
India variant; people with HIV at higher risk for

The following is a roundup of some of the latest scientific
studies on the novel coronavirus and efforts to find
treatments and vaccines for COVID-19, the illness caused by...
2d ago
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For Bosch, It's ‘Lights Out' in Final Season Teaser —
Get Premiere Date

It’s “lights out” for Detective Harry Bosch, quite literally, at
the close of a teaser trailer for the seventh and final season
of the Amazon Prime drama, which will release all eight...
19h ago

Engadget

Amazon detective show 'Bosch’ returns for its final
season on June 25th

With seven seasons under its belt, 'Bosch' has had a longer
run than most streaming shows.
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Associated Press

Japan expands virus emergency ahead of Tokyo
Olympics

Japan on Friday further expanded a coronavirus state of
emergency, currently in Tokyo and five other prefectures, to

nine areas, as Prime Minister Yoshihide Suga's government is...

1h ago

LA Times

Did the coronavirus escape from a lab? The idea
deserves a second look, scientists say

Scientists are urging their colleagues to dig deeper into the
origins of the coronavirus behind the pandemic, including the
possibility of a lab escape.

15h ago

Business Insider

Delaying a 2nd dose of Pfizer's vaccine by 9 weeks
could boost antibodies to the virus, data suggests
Pfizer recommends three weeks between shots. The study
compared a three-week gap to a 12-week gap, and found the
second group made more antibodies.
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Biden says ‘don't panic' as pipeline reopens
BIDEN: "Don't panic, number one."President Joe Biden sought
to dissuade Americans from panic buying on Thursday and

warned gas stations not to price gouge...BIDEN: "Do not try t...
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Colton Underwood Says He Hooked Up With Men
Before Becoming The Bachelor

In a new interview with Variety, Bachelor Nation’s Colton
Underwood also revealed he was blackmailed before coming
out as gay on Good Morning America.

2d ago

USA TODAY

CDC reports 13 additional cases of blood clots linked
to J&J COVID-19 vaccine. All happened before 11-day
The newly revealed cases all occurred in people before the

government's 11-day pause in J&J's single-dose vaccine last
month.
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The Telegraph

Record high of almost five million on NHS hospital
waiting list

The number of people in England waiting to start NHS
hospital treatment has risen to a record high. A total of 4.95
million people were waiting to start treatment at the end of...
1d ago

Reuters

Delaying second COVID-19 vaccine doses can help
reduce deaths - study

Giving a first dose of COVID-19 vaccine but delaying a second
dose among people younger than 65 could lead to fewer
people dying of the disease, but only if certain conditions ar...
2d ago

NBC News

School assignment saying George Floyd didn't die
from knee on neck criticized by parents

The Saugerties, New York, school district said it was reviewing
the assignment, noting it was “interpreted by at least one
student to include biased content.”
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Florida COVID update for Wednesday: 3,184 cases, 51
deaths and positivity below 5%

Florida’s Department of Health on Wednesday announced
3,184 new confirmed cases of COVID-19. The state also
announced 51 new deaths. All were residents.
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| worked out with Emily Blunt's 'hardcore’ personal
trainer who spotted | have a lazy left glute and hyper-
Monique Eastwood has trained actress Emily Blunt for eight
years. She combines ballet and pilates to challenge the body
with controlled movement.
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