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Catharanthus Roseus Guide: How to Grow &
Care for “Madagascar Periwinkle”

Our Guide to Catharanthus Roseus-Everything you will ever need to know! Tips for
growing and caring for “Madagascar Periwinkle”
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Looking for another gorgeous and interesting ornamental plant to have
around? Madagascar Periwinkle is waiting for you to bring it home and it has a
lot to offer! Its lovely appearance makes it just perfect as bedding and border
plant, ground cover, or even potted in eye-catching containers or hanging

baskets. Read on to find out more about this low-maintenance plant.

Catharanthus roseus a.k.a Madagascar Periwinkle is an evergreen species of
flowering plants in the Apocynaceae family. This lovely and colorful plant is
commonly known by many names including the Madagascar Periwinkle, Bright
Eyes, Graveyard Plant, Cape Periwinkle, Old Maid, and Pink or Rose Periwinkle.
Until today, only two varieties have been recognized: C. roseus var. roseus and C.

roseus var. angustus.

Although Madagascar Periwinkle plants are native and endemic to Madagascar,

you can find them growing almost anywhere worldwide as both ornamental and

medicinal plants. Yes, their flowers bring a spectacular display during the
warmer months, but they have a long history of cultivation for their herbaceous

properties.

In Ayurveda, the traditional Indian medicine, the extracts of their shoots and
roots were used to treat several diseases. Moreover, in Chinese traditional
medicine, they worked as an excellent treatment for malaria, diabetes, or
Hodgkin’s lymphoma. Nowadays, Madagascar Periwinkle plants are an
important source of the drugs vinblastine and vincristine, and people use them

to treat various types of cancer.
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About Madagascar Periwinkle

e In the wild, these shrubs thrive in a wide range of environments. They grow
on limestone soils and sand in the forest, grassland, woodland, and

disturbed areas.

e The flowers produced by Madagascar Periwinkle plants are highly attractive
to many species of pollinators like butterflies and moths. The seeds are

often dispersed by ants, water, and wind.
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e Thanks to their easy-going style and large color palette, they make for great
companions to plants like Dracaena Spikes, Dusty Miller, Lobelia, or other

Catharanthus species.

¢ In the United Kingdom, C. roseus plants have gained the prestigious Award

of Garden Merit for their stunning appearance and medicinal importance.

e To grow healthy and bloom sporadically, they need lots of sunlight and
warmth all-year-round. These plants cannot tolerate frost but will do just

fine in partial shade.

e Madagascar Periwinkles grow at a pretty fast pace, so they require
repotting once every six to eight weeks to thrive. When repotting, always

choose a container that is one size larger than the current one.

e During their blooming period, these plants will benefit from regular
fertilizing. However, too much fertilizer will result in showy foliage, but

fewer flowers.

e C.roseus plants are pretty toxic if ingested or smoked. If you have curious
pets or children around, grow these flowers in a spot where they cannot

reach them.

Madagascar Periwinkle Features: An Overview

e Madagascar Periwinkle plants belong to the Catharanthus genus that
contains exactly 8 species of flowering plants. They were formerly included

in the Vinca genus and named Vinca rosea.

e They are perennial sub-shrubs or small herbs that can reach between 12
and 39 inches (30-100 cm) in height. The base is somewhat woody, but

sometimes sprawling.

e Their foliage consists of oval to oblong leaves that are glossy green, and 1 to



3.5 inches (2.5-9 cm) long. The leaves grow oppositely arranged in pairs on

green to dark red stems.

Both the stems and leaves are usually pubescent, meaning they contain
many tiny hairs. Some specimens can be hairless or lose their puffy

appearance with time.

Gardeners value C. roseus plants for their long blooming period which can
last throughout the year in tropical areas. In warm temperate climates, they

will exhibit flowers from spring to late autumn.

Their tiny and hairy flowers are born individually or paired on very short
stalks. They typically have five petals and come in different shades of pink,

purple, orange, red, or white with a darker red center on some varieties.

Once their flowering period has ended, the blossoms are followed by pairs
of fruits. They are follicles, dry fruits that have one compartment and open

only along one side when reaching maturity.

The fruits contain numerous small black seeds that can be used in

propagation. The seeds germinate better if you sow them indoors, three to

four months before the last frost.
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Madagascar Periwinkle

Growing Madagascar Periwinkle

Catharanthus roseus plants usually thrive in locations with bright and indirect
light but will prefer some partial shade in hot climates. For optimal blooming,
you must also provide your plants with at least three to four hours of direct

sunlight daily.

In general, Madagascar Periwinkle plants do well as houseplants in average
room temperatures. Outdoors, these tender plants can only withstand
temperatures down to 50 °F (10 °C). If you live in a region with harsh winters,
plant your babies in pots and bring them inside when the temperatures get too

frosty.

These beauties are prone to a few fungal infections, such as leaf spots or aster
yellows, but they can be treated easily with suitable fungicides. Also, the most
common pests that can bother your Catharanthus roseus plants are snails and
slugs. If you notice any suspect presence on your plants, remove the pests and

the unhealthy parts, then apply an appropriate molluscicide.

Planting Madagascar Periwinkle
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Although Catharanthus roseus plants are dwarfs, you should grow them in a
roomy location to allow their luxuriant foliage and flowers to show off. When
planting your shrubs, make sure you keep a distance of 12 inches (30 cm)

between each specimen.

Catharanthus roseus plants grow healthy and happy in soil that has excellent
drainage. The perfect growing mediums for these flowering shrubs are sandy or
loamy soils but look for those that are not very fertile. You can also plant them in

a potting mix designed for flowering plants.

Madagascar Periwinkle plants are not heavy feeders by nature, but they require

some attention during their blooming period. Feed your plants with a balanced

liquid fertilizer once every month from early spring to late fall.
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Madagascar Periwinkle Seeds for Planting - Mixed Color Flowers -

Catharanthus roseus (200 Seeds)

e PRETTY PERIWINKLE: Beautiful and long blooming annuals that have a variety of
colors. A great garden or container grow.

e EASY TO GROW: Plant the seeds in good soil 1/2 inches deep after the last frost has
passed. Or start them indoors earlier.

¢ MADE IN USA: Hand packaged and Shipped for CZ Grain. From lowa.

¢ GROW OR GIFT: For mom, dad, him or her, this is the perfect gift to give on birthdays,
anniversaries, holidays, housewarming or any other occasion. Ideal for beginners,
masters, and children alike. See the excitement in their eyes as they experience
growing indoor bonsai trees.

e CZ GRAIN GUARANTEE: Satisfaction Guaranteed. Message us if there are any issues
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for a fast and easy solution. CZ Grain specializes in exotic and rare plants to grow.

$8.68

BESTSELLER NO. 2

Catharanthus roseus Madagascar Periwinkle, Vinca rosea Seeds 2
(3000)

$18.00

BESTSELLER NO. 3

CHUXAY GARDEN 200 Seeds Pink Madagascar Periwinkle,Rosy
Periwinkle,Vinca Rosea,Lavender Blue,Creeping Myrtle Annual Pink

Flowers Easy Care

« HARDINESS ZONE.9-11

¢ GROW.Sow vinca indoors 12-15 weeks before the last frost. Sow seeds in seed-
starting formula and cover with 1/8 inch of seed starting formula. Seeds are sensitive
to overwatering, keep lightly moist. Seedlings emerge in 14-21 days at 75-78 degrees

F.
e WHEN TO PLANT.Periwinkle can be started indoors from seed 12-16 weeks before the
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last frost.

¢ FEATURE.Starry flowers, glossy leaves, and persistent fruits characterize the rosy
periwinkle plant.

¢ USE:Madagascar or rosy periwinkle plant (Catharantus roseus) is a spectacular plant
used as a groundcover or trailing accent.

$11.99
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Watering Madagascar Periwinkle

Compared to other species of flowering plants, watering Catharanthus roseus
plants is piece of cake! With these plants, you will have no reason to worry about
how often you should water them. Your watering schedule depends on the
region you live in or the environmental conditions in which you grow your
Catharanthus roseus. These plants are very easy-going and will forgive their

busy or forgetful owner without hesitating!

However, natural factors like sunlight or weather can change the frequency of
watering, so you must pay attention to your plants once in a while. To avoid over-
watering or keeping your plants thirsty for too long, make sure you check the
soil in-between waterings. If the soil has dried out completely, then this is the

perfect time to provide your plants with a nice soaking.

Drainage is an important factor when it comes to water Madagascar Periwinkle
plants. If you want to grow them indoors, choose a pot with drainage holes at the

bottom to allow the excess water to drain properly. After watering, remove the
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water from their tray to avoid soggy conditions or waterlogging around the

roots.

Propagating Madagascar Periwinkle

Catharanthus roseus plants have a secret way through every gardener’s heart.
Their puffy foliage and delicate flowers are a great addition to any decoration,
being it indoors or outdoors. When the warm season comes along, these
flowering plants will also be the best gift for your family members or friends.
You just simply cannot lose the chance to have more of these beauties around

you or your loved ones!

Luckily, Madagascar Periwinkle plants can be propagated through cuttings
much easier than you might imagine. The cuttings will respond well to
propagation if you take them from new growth in late spring or summer. Also, try
to cut them off just below a leaf node and measure about 2 to 3 inches (5-8 cm)

in length.

Once you’ve taken the cuttings, you must dip their cut end in rooting hormone
before planting. For the growing substrate, fill a medium-sized container with a
well-draining potting mixture and water the soil until it becomes damp. The

cuttings require protection from direct sunlight and a little extra humidity to

grow properly, so enclose them and the pot in a plastic bag.
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Catharanthus roseus flower

Your baby plants will develop a strong and healthy root system in three to four
weeks after planting. After this period, you can transplant them into their

individual pots and treat them as mature plants.

You can also propagate Catharanthus roseus plants through seeds. It’s best to
sow them in late winter or early spring. Plant the seeds in a moistened rooting
mixture, cover the container with a plastic bag and place it in a location with
bright, filtered light. Once the germination occurs, in 2-3 weeks, you can uncover

the pot and provide the seedlings with water anytime the soil is entirely dry.

In Conclusion

Having plenty of flowering plants in your garden during the warmer season is
great! Not only do Catharanthus roseus plants look superb, but they also come
along with very few demands. We know, these lovely shrubs might not be the

most long-lived houseplants, but they really worth all the effort because they
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will reward you with their blooms.
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Miruna is an experienced content writer with a passion for gardening. She is the proud
owner of an outdoor rose garden and an indoor collection of tiny succulents. She bought

her first succulent 10 years ago-an adorable Echeveria Setosa. Now she owns more than

100 succulents and cacti of different colors, shapes, and sizes. Miruna is a versatile writer

and, as you might have guessed, her favorite topic is gardening. Contact

miruna@gardenbeast.com
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GardenBeast is a participant in the Amazon Services LLC Associates Program, an affiliate
advertising program designed to provide a means for sites to earn advertising fees by
advertising and linking to amazon.com
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