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A String of Fires Destroys Food Processing Facilities Across
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different sates, exacerbating an escalating inflation and supply chain erisis that i quickly becoming chronic.
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It notes that “basically any.. liquid product,” such as honey, oil, and vinegas, will be out o stock as  result ofthe damage

s s the blaze, but expects limited effect as a esult of the fruit harvesting

season not et being in swing.
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CCC reported that records from the local county Sherif’s log stated “Lights lickered; They heard a pop and went up there 10 check it out and
there was a fire” By the time fire responders arrived, with only one truck and four men, there was already a hole n the roof with flames bursting
forth.

It ook approximately 45 minutes forreinforcement unitsto arive

 company CEO David

Additionally, Fire Chief Jon Keyser . hat “Steltzer i when his intial crew

arrived on scene.

Keyser was further s vegetable and nut coconut and

olives” which made the fire difficult to handle with water as foam-based products are required to smother the flames.

Taylor Farms

On April 13, major food California Taylor s » USA Today affliate
The C:

fires ted Deputy Fire Chief ‘About 85% t0 95% atotalloss.”

“The asticl sates the facility employed almost 1,000 people.

“There are parts c that are sill operationsl, » ' faility it considered a tota loss,” added
Klemek
the isk of
ammonia held on sie, which although i “moderate leak” that
“has been secured on site” said Klemek.
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Industry outlet Western Farm the faclity as
one that like bulk salads and shredded lettuce used by , expected

o rebuild and be operational again s early s spring of 2023

Gem State Processing

The same day as the Taylor Farm f: crashed into Idah id gou vertical
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while the pilot did not survive, no employees were injured.

Aprl 18 reporting by Dail
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amount ofsteam,
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company fasp
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“The facilty appears 0 have been largely undamaged in the incident

Maricopa Food Pantry

On March 28, Maricopa Food Panty,a local food bank “just
theirfood banik closed,” according to CBS affliate
ripped-through maricopa-fond-pantry/),

Company President Mike Connelly described the blaze as one *40-50 feet in the ai,just pure black smoke,” that “engulfed the entire
neighborhood.”

The aricle at as positing “trailers with more than a hundred gallons
of disel fue to refigerate food made it much worse.”

c

pounds-fod/7226896001/) cited CEO Jim Shoaf| b f “other

commodiies” were los in the blaze.
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its own supply.

Shearer’s Foods

On March 22, Tr.City him) a

plant in Hermiston, Oregon was “gone” after a boile explosion and its subsequent fire annihilated the facilty.

fueled by natural gas and that the company United
States.
the blast.
focal lawyer
defective product apparently owned by a third party.”
The f ¥ - led father than in an enclosed

boiler room.”

Itadded that the company *manufactures Shearer, Kettle, Frito-Lay, Delicious and Vista branded snack foods, as well asfor several private label

brands including Walmart and Costco” year

Far from isolated incidents

On March 31 Texas-based

firethat severely damaged an onion processing facilty.

Local media outk o ) reported
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