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A stunning New York Times report claims that the

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention's

estimate that the risk of coronavirus transmission

while outdoors is around 10% is greatly

exaggerated.

The CDC has cited the estimate to back up its

recommendation that vaccinated individuals do

away with masks in certain outdoor situations, but

should keep wearing masks during others.

According to the Times, the 10% benchmark is

based "partly on a misclassification" of some virus

transmission in Singapore at various construction

sites that may have actually taken place in indoor

settings. Singapore also classified settings that

were a mix of indoors and outdoors as outdoors,

including construction building sites, the outlet

reported.
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Still, the number of cases reported at the various

sites did not add up to as much as 10% of

transmission, but was more like 1% or less, the

report stated.

In a Senate committee hearing on Tuesday, Sen.

Susan Collins, R-Maine, pressed CDC director Dr.

Rochelle Walensky on the report and said it was

one of three recent examples of conflicting,

confusing guidance issued by the agency, with the

other two involving school reopenings and summer

camps.

Walensky said the 10% benchmark came from a

meta-analysis topline result from a study published

in the Journal of Infectious Disease back in

November.

"The topline result was less than 10%, published in

the Journal of Infectious Diseases, one of our top

infectious disease journals," she said. "That is

where that came from, it was from a published

study that synthesized studies from many places."

CDC COULD EASE CORONAVIRUS INDOOR MASK

GUIDANCE: FAUCI, GOTTLIEB

Collins requested that the full report be placed in

the record.

"There are limited data on outdoor transmission," a

CDC official told the Times. "The data we do have

supports the hypothesis that the risk of outdoor

transmission is low. 10 percent is a conservative

estimate from a recent systematic review of peer-

reviewed papers. CDC cannot provide the specific

risk level for every activity in every community and

POPULAR

Is the CDC exaggerating the risk of outdoor

COVID-19 transmission?

The Week

Do This Every Morning Can Snap Back

Sagging Skin

CDC Director Defends Agency’s Use of

Inflated Outdoor COVID Transmission Rate

National Review

CDC Says When You Can Take Your Mask Off

Ad • Beverly Hills MD

0:15 / 0:15

 HOME MAIL NEWS FINANCE SPORTS ENTERTAINMENT LIFE SHOPPING YAHOO PLUS MORE... Download the Yahoo News app

Mail
308

News COVID-19 US Politics World Health Science Podcasts Originals Contact Us Videos

CDC risk of coronavirus transmission outdoors greatly e... https://www.yahoo.com/news/cdc-risk-coronavirus-trans...

2 of 11 5/12/21, 12:14



appropriate steps to protect their health."

Story continues
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