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immunity, previous infections count for something.

But protection from both vaccines and infections

likely decreases over time, and getting at least one

shot of a vaccine increases people with prior

infections' level of protection against variants.

Stay on top of the latest market trends and

economic insights with Axios Markets. Subscribe

for free

Driving the news: Evidence is growing that prior

COVID infections protect against future ones.

A study published in Nature earlier this week

found that people infected with the coronavirus

retain relevant immune responses a year later,

regardless of whether they were vaccinated.

However, those who were vaccinated had

stronger responses.

Yes, but: We don't know how long immunity lasts.

Just as vaccinated people may eventually need a

vaccine booster to strengthen their immune

response, people with previous infections can

benefit from getting at least one shot.

“One dose of the mRNA vaccines boosts your

antibody response right up," said John Moore, a

professor and virologist at Cornell. "So natural

infections, those give you a degree of protection,

but it’s boosted — in a highly relevant way — by

vaccination.”

“With antibody-resistant variants on the spread,

getting the vaccine is an important thing to do,"

he added.

Between the lines: Americans started getting

infected with the coronavirus nearly a year before

the vaccination campaign began, meaning that

people who were infected a while ago may have a

decreased level of protection than those who were
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prior infections.

What they're saying: "Some 80% to 85% of

American adults are immune to the virus: More than

64% have received at least one vaccine dose and,

of those who haven’t, roughly half have natural

immunity from prior infection," Marty Makary, a

professor at the Johns Hopkins School of Medicine,

Bloomberg School of Public Health, wrote earlier

this month in an op-ed in the Wall Street Journal.

"There’s ample scientific evidence that natural

immunity is effective and durable."

The bottom line: Calculating the level of "herd

immunity" in the U.S. is complex.

"You can make an argument that you can add

these numbers up, but it’s not a direct 1 + 1 =2.

It’s more complicated than that, and I don’t know

how to quantify it," Moore said.

More from Axios: Sign up to get the latest market

trends with Axios Markets. Subscribe for free
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96 Percent of People Who Get COVID Again Have
This in Common, Study Says
Over the last year, we've learned more and more about how to

protect ourselves from the coronavirus—through masks, social

distancing, and now, vaccinations. Those who have already…

Encouraging news about COVID-19 vaccine

against Delta variant
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AstraZeneca Antibody Cocktail Fails to Prevent
Covid-19 in Trial. Here’s the Good News.
AstraZeneca's antibody cocktail showed more encouraging

results in those testing negative at the time of dosing,

suggesting it may be effective on people not already infected.

Doctor Blows The Lid Off Diet Soda Misconception
Board certified internal medicine and obesity specialist reveals

what happens after drinking just 1 diet soda. Click here to

watch video.

Your all-in-one business hub is Microsoft

365

Ad • Nucific

Ad • Microsoft

 HOME MAIL NEWS FINANCE SPORTS ENTERTAINMENT LIFE SHOPPING YAHOO PLUS MORE... Download the Yahoo News app

Mail
41

How prior coronavirus infections factor into herd immunity https://www.yahoo.com/news/prior-coronavirus-infections...

7 of 16 6/16/21, 17:56



 HOME MAIL NEWS FINANCE SPORTS ENTERTAINMENT LIFE SHOPPING YAHOO PLUS MORE... Download the Yahoo News app

Mail
41

How prior coronavirus infections factor into herd immunity https://www.yahoo.com/news/prior-coronavirus-infections...

8 of 16 6/16/21, 17:56



23h ago

18h ago

The Telegraph

Vaccine passports will show ‘natural immunity’ for
people who have had Covid
Vaccine passports on the NHS app will automatically include a

user's "natural immunity" to Covid for six months after

contracting the virus without the need for an antibody test…
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Exclusive - Indian scientists: We didn't back
doubling of vaccine dosing gap
The Indian government doubled the gap between the two

doses of the AstraZeneca COVID-19 vaccine without the

agreement of the scientific group that it said recommended th…

Man who picked Bitcoin at $428 says "Buy
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COVID found in five states weeks before first cases
were reported, study says
Some of the infections were found before the first confirmed

case was reported in the U.S.
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risks, The Telegraph understands. Experts on the Joint…
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are our top picks.

Business Insider

A 'supertaster' gene that makes people more
sensitive to bitter flavors may also help protect
against COVID-19A gene that makes people more sensitive to bitter tastes also

enhances their immune function and helps protect them against

COVID-19.

The Telegraph

More than 30 million people in the UK now double-
vaccinated
More than 30 million people in the UK now double-vaccinated

Yahoo Finance

Coronavirus vaccine: 'We don’t even realize how
lucky we are' in America
Many other countries are still lagging far behind in terms of

COVID-19 vaccine rollout.

Bladder Cancer Signs - Symptoms May Startle
Many
You may be experiencing signs of bladder cancer and not

realize it. Know the warnings. Look for bladder cancer

symptoms.
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This Country Has the Cleanest Swimming Waters in
the EU
After the water was tested at 112 locations, this Mediterranean

island nation earned a perfect score.
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63-year-old on day 6 of Grand Canyon boating trip
dies in Colorado River, officials say
The incident is at least the second death on the Colorado River

since the spring.
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Plugs Have These Two Holes, This Is Why
I am glad I know what it's for now...

The Guardian

A different America: how Republicans hold near
total control in 23 US states
In those states, Republicans hold the governorship and the

legislature, giving them the power to take aim at abortion

access, trans rights, voting and gun safety The Texas govern…

Business Insider

Graph shows how US COVID-19 spikes track
strongly with the places where people are refusing
vaccinationsA Washington Post analysis based on CDC data showed that

the number of COVID-19 cases were dropping where most

people were vaccinated.

Associated Press

More evidence suggests COVID-19 was in US by
Christmas 2019
A new analysis of blood samples from 24,000 Americans taken

early last year is the latest and largest study to suggest that the

new coronavirus popped up in the U.S. in December 2019 —…

If You Have Nail Fungus, Do This Immediately
New bacterial breakthrough scientifically proven to fight real

cause of nail fungus

The Independent

Plane found at bottom of California lake believed to
be missing 1965 aircraft
A California company says details of the wrecked plane appear

to match the missing 1965 aircraft

The Telegraph

As Lebanon's economy collapses, even the wealthy
are no longer immune
At the cocktail bar on my block, barkeeper Nino fixes a decent

Sazerac but says he won’t be able to keep making them for

much longer. The drink, priced at something like $27 at…
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