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A severe escalation of the war on a free internet and free discourse has taken place over the last
twelve months. Numerous examples of brute and dangerous censorship have emerged:
a-show-of-monopoalistic) of Parler at the behest of Democratic politicians at the time that it was the
most-downloaded app in the country; the banning of the sitting president
(https://www.nbcnews.com/tech/tech-news/how-facebook-twitter-decided-take-down-trump-
s-accounts-n1254317) from social media; and the increasingly explicit threats from elected officials

party of legal and regulatory reprisals in the event that tech platforms do not censor more in
accordance with their demands.

But the most severe episode of all was the joint campaign (https://greenwald.substack.com
/p/congress-in-a-five-hour-hearing-demands-0cf) — in the weeks before the 2020 election — by the
CIA, Big Tech, the liberal wing of the corporate media and the Democratic Party to censor and
suppress a series of major reports about then-presidential frontrunner Joe Biden. On October 14
and then October 15, 2020, The New York Post, the nation's oldest newspaper, published two news
reports on Joe Biden's activities in Ukraine and China that raised serious questions about his
integrity and ethics: specifically whether he and his family were trading on his name and influence to
generate profit for themselves. The Post said that the documents were obtained from a laptop left
by Joe Biden's son Hunter at a repair shop.

From the start, the evidence of authenticity was overwhelming. The Post published obviously
genuine photos of Hunter that were taken from the laptop. Investigations from media outlets found
advice) who had received the emails in real-time and they compared the emails in their possession
to the ones in the Post's archive, and they matched word-for-word. One of Hunter's own business
associates involved in many of these deals, Tony Bobulinski, confirmed publicly and in interviews

the earmarks of authenticity. Not even the Bidens denied that the emails were real: something they
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of course would have done if they had been forged or altered. In sum, as someone who has
reported on numerous large archives similar to this one and was faced with the heavy burden of
ensuring the documents were genuine before risking one's career and reputation by reporting
them, it was clear early on that all the key metrics demonstrated that these documents were real.

Despite all that, former intelligence officials such as Obama's CIA Director John Brennan and his
Director of National Intelligence James Clapper led a group of dozens of former spooks in issuing a

disseminated an outright lie: namely, that the laptop was "Russian disinformation.” Note that this
phrase contains two separate assertions: 1) the documents came from Russia and 2) they are fake
("disinformation"). The intelligence officials admitted in this letter that — in their words — “we do
not know if the emails are genuine or not,” and also admitted that “we do not have evidence of
Russian involvement.” Yet it repeatedly insinuated that everyone should nonetheless believe this:

%2Fbucketeer-e05bbc84-baa3-437e-9518-
adb32be77984.s3.amazonaws.com%2Fpublic%2Fimages%2Fc2fb4eb9-4641-4801-
b622-7b2b5c4ad692 2482x604.png))

But the complete lack of evidence for these claims — that even these career CIA liars acknowledged
plagued their assertions — did not stop the corporate media or Big Tech from repeating this lie over
and over, and, far worse, using this lie to censor this reporting from the internet. One of the first to
spread this lie was the co-queen of Russiagate frauds, Natasha Bertrand, then of Politico and now
promoted, because of lies like this (https://greenwald.substack.com/p/cnns-new-reporter-natasha-
bertrand), to CNN. “Hunter Biden story is Russian disinfo, dozens of former intel officials say,” blared
her headline (https://www.politico.com/news/2020/10/19/hunter-biden-story-russian-disinfo-
430276) in Politico on October 19, just five days after the Post began its reporting. From

there, virtually every media outlet (https://twitter.com/tomselliott/status/1440402740409110528) —

CNN, NBC News, PBS, Huffington Post, The Intercept (https://twitter.com/ggreenwald/status

/1440314701896814597) — began completely ignoring the substance of the reporting and instead
spread the lie over and over that these documents were the by-product of Russian disinformation.

On October 21 — exactly one week after the Post's first report — The Intercept published a false
headline “We're Not a Democracy” about these materials from former New York Times reporter
James Risen. This propaganda assault masquerading as "news” mindlessly laundered the CIA's lies
about the laptop. This is what appeared in this outlet that still claims to do “adversarial” reporting:
Their latest falsehood once again involves Biden, Ukraine, and a laptop mysteriously discovered in a computer repair shop and
passed to the New York Post....This week, a group of former intelligence officials issued a letter saying that the Giuliani

laptop story has the classic trademarks (https://www.politico.com/news/2020/10/19/hunter-biden-story-russian-
disinfo-430276)of Russian disinformation.

Note that even the intelligence officials, who acknowledged they had no evidence to support this
claim, were more honest than The Intercept, which omitted that critical admission. Days later, this
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very same outlet — which | co-founded seven years earlier to be adversarial, not subservient, to
evidence-free assertions from the intelligence community, and which was designed to be an
antidote to rather than a clone of The New York Times — told me that | could not publish the article |
Biden archive because it did not meet their lofty and rigorous editorial standards: the same lofty
and rigorous editorial standards that led to uncritical endorsement of the CIA's lies just days earlier.

It was that episode, as Matt Taibbi recounted at the time (https://taibbi.substack.com/p/glenn-
greenwald-on-his-resignation), that prompted my resignation from the outlet | created in protest of
this censorship, in order to report instead only on free speech platforms such as this one.

But the media disinformation about the Post's documents — obviously designed to protect Joe
Biden in the lead-up to the election — were not the worst aspect of what happened here. Far worse
was the decision by Twitter to prohibit any discussion of this reporting or posting of links to the

story both publicly and privately on the platform. Worse still was the immediate announcement by
Facebook (https://www.theguardian.com/technology/2020/oct/14/facebook-twitter-new-york-post-
hunter-biden) through its communications executive Andy Stone — a life-long Democratic Party
operative — that it would algorithmically suppress the story pending a "fact check” by "Facebook's

/1440318484592807952) from me and others, Facebook never published the results of this alleged
fact-check and still refuse to say whether it ever conducted one. Why? Because the documents they
blocked millions of Americans from learning about were clearly true and authentic.

family).
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