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was a practicing ophthalmologist. So when the ‘

doctor turned Republican lawmaker recently
announced that he would not be getting

vaccinated for COVID-19 because he already has

“natural immunity,” some Americans may have o

He Is Already Showing Signs Of Being A Bust

assumed he was following the science.
Ad « New Arena

He wasn’t.

“Until they show me evidence that people who
have already had the infection are dying in large

numbers or being hospitalized or getting very sick,”

Paul told radio host John Catsimatidis, “I just made

my own personal decision that I'm not getting Are Fully Vaccinated People Who Get COVID

vaccinated because I've already had the disease At Risk For Long Term Symptoms?

. ce HuffPost Life
and | have natural immunity.

i

The CDC Says This One Thing Is Most Likely to
Cause COVID After Vaccination

Best Life

Sen. Rand Paul at a Senate Health, Education, Labor and Pensions
Committee hearing on the federal response to COVID-19 on May 11.
(Jim Lo Scalzo/AFP via Getty Images)

In March 2020, Paul was the first U.S. senator to

test positive for the coronavirus. Yet the Centers

for Disease Control and Prevention and the World
COVID vaccine live updates: Here’s what to
Health Organization both say prior infection is no know in South Carolina on May 28

reason to refuse vaccination. The State

“It’'s very important for people who have had
COVID-19 in any form to get the COVID-19 vaccine
shots,” explains Yahoo News Medical Contributor
Dr. Kavita Patel, a primary care physician in

Washington, D.C., who also serves as a health

policy fellow at the Brookings Institution. “One, it
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protects them as individuals from getting
reinfected or infected with a new variant, which we
know can happen. Two, it also helps us as a society
get closer to that population or herd level of
immunity where we just don’'t have any cases, or as

close to zero as possible.”

Paul is hardly alone in thinking a prior infection
makes vaccination redundant. According to a
Yahoo News/YouGov poll conducted earlier this
month, 7 percent of unvaccinated U.S. adults say
the fact they “already had COVID-19” is the “most

important reason” they haven’t gotten vaccinated

She Was A Star, Now She Works In Virginia
Ad « MoneyPail :

About 40,000 more vaccinated this week as
COVID-19 declines in SC, DHEC reports

Raleigh News and Observer
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yet. That’s the equivalent of more than 7 million

people.
But 7 million Americans (and at least one Fact check: No definitive evidence COVID-19
physician-politician) can be mistaken — and so far, vaccine causes autoimmune disease

. USA TODAY
the science suggests they are.

The problem isn’t so much, as Paul put it, that
“people who have already had the infection are
dying in large numbers or being hospitalized or

getting very sick” because they remain

unvaccinated. It’s clear that prior infection confers

some degree of immunity. Some people still face barriers to getting a
COVID vaccine, CDC says. Here’s who

6 0of 19 5/29/21, 17:19
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Goodbye Mosquito Bites, New Trap Is Selling
Fast

A person on a gurney is transported to Elmhurst Hospital Center on Ad « Buzzbgone
March 2 in New York City. (Angela Weiss/AFP via Getty Images)

The problem is that experts don't know exactly

how much immunity prior infection confers, or

how long that immunity lasts. g L “
_ 4
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“In some cases, immunity [from a COVID infection] \ m
doesn’t even last six months,” says Patel, citing Ei =
The Only Reason You Might Not Need a

COVID Booster Shot, Doctors Say

Best Life

studies that suggest people who experienced

asymptomatic infections (like Paul) go on to lose
their SARS-CoV-2-specific antibodies more often
and rapidly than symptomatic patients. Another
recent study published in the Lancet, meanwhile,
has suggested that age could be a factor as well,

with prior infection giving those under the age of

65 years around 80 percent protection against

reinfection versus just 47 percent for those over Covid vaccines have prevented more than
65. Paul is 58. 13,000 deaths, data shows

The Independent
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Then there are virus variants to consider.
“[Researchers] take people’s blood who have been
infected, and they take their antibodies and try to

test them against [newer] variants,” Patel

continues. “Sometimes it doesn’t work, which
means that even a previously infected person Kids and Covid-19: Latest on Masks, Social

could still be susceptible to what we would call a Distancing, Summer Camps

. . . . The Wall Street Journal
second infection or a reinfection.”

In contrast, researchers already know that
immunity from the approved COVID-19 vaccines
lasts longer than six months — likely between a

year and several years. Study after study has also

12 of 19 5/29/21, 17:19
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antibodies that can attach to lots of different
receptors on that [coronavirus] spike protein. That
is important because as new variants that we don’t
even know about crop up, being able to have
antibodies that can attack those spike proteins on

a new variant is incredibly valuable.”

Dr. Kavita Patel in Creve Coeur, Mo., in 2017. (Jeff Roberson/AP)

Overall, more than 15 studies have shown that even
a single dose of COVID-19 vaccine for people who
already had the disease provides superior immune
protection than natural immunity; some have even
suggested that one dose for people with prior
COVID offers stronger immunity than two doses

for people who were never infected.

In other words, both infection and vaccination
provide immunity. But right now researchers are
certain that vaccination-induced immunity is both
comprehensive and long-lasting for pretty much
everyone who gets jabbed. They can’t say the same
about natural immunity. As a result, it is safer for
previously infected individuals to get vaccinated
(which carries no real risk) than to rely on natural

immunity for long-term protection from COVID-19.

The same is true beyond the individual level as
well. The latest data suggests that the COVID-19
vaccines not only reduce symptoms and serious

illness but infection itself — which in turn

Originals
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So again, getting vaccinated is a surer, safer way of

“breaking the ability of the virus to infect [other]

people” and ending the pandemic.

“Even if you were infected, getting a vaccine

doesn’t just help you,” explains Patel. “It helps the

people around you as well.”

Whether this argument carries weight with

Americans such as Rand Paul remains to be seen.

In March of last year, Paul continued to go to work

at the U.S. Capitol for six days after testing

positive, potentially exposing his colleagues to the

virus. And last week he justified his refusal to get

vaccinated by mischaracterizing CDC

recommendations as Orwellian diktats and

trumpeting the same notions of personal freedom

that inform his libertarian politics.

A health care worker prepares Moderna COVID-19 vaccine doses at a
clinic in Immokalee, Fla., on Thursday. (Joe Raedle/Getty Images)

“In a free country, you would think people would

honor the idea that each individual would get to

make the medical decision, that it wouldn’t be a

Big Brother coming to tell me what | have to do,”

Paul said. “Are they also going to tell me | can’t

have a cheeseburger for lunch? Are they going to

tell me that | have to eat carrots only and cut my

calories? All that would probably be good for me,

but | don’t think Big Brother ought to tell me to do
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Read more from Yahoo News:

¢ Inside the Trump administration’s secret plan
to kill Qassem Soleimani

¢ CDC guidance for vaccinated people brings

confusion along with relief

¢ Yahoo News/YouGov poll: Cheney has few

supporters in GOP

o Relaxed mask rules: Rational or reckless?
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Ukraini’ans used Rudy Gi:liani to interfere in 2020
Tﬁey’fe probing his relationship with Andriy Derkach, a
Ukrainian member of parliament the Treasury Department
has previously labelled an ‘active Russian agent’
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There's still time to turn it around, but we aren't getting our
hopes up...

Associated Press

Biden budget highlights: Lots of spending, taxing the
rich

It also promises politically freighted tax increases on the
wealthy and corporations and would give domestic Cabinet
departments significantly bigger budget increases than the...
17h ago
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These Memorial Day Apple deals are epic: Save big on
iPads, AirPods, Apple Watches and more

We found the best sales on iPads, MacBooks, AirPods and the
lowest price ever on Beats — how do you like them Apples?

5h ago

The Independent

Marjorie Taylor Greene blasts Democrats for
comparing Republicans to Nazis, then compares
‘That’s a mean, nasty, dirty word, Republican says, before
adding, ‘You know, Nazis were the National Socialist Party,
just like the Democrats are now a national socialist party’
21h ago
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Goodbye Mosquito Bites, New Trap Is Selling Fast
Protect yourself from Mosquitoes the moment you turn it on.
These are selling fast, here is how it works.
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‘Politics is Trump’: Furious reaction as Republicans
vote down Capitol riot commission

‘I'm very very disappointed, very frustrated that politics is
Trump, literally and figuratively, centrist Democrat Joe
Manchin says
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Town where Trump repeatedly demanded election
probe says it has no evidence at all of fraud
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Courtesy of ApplePrince Harry has once again spoken of his
mother’s death, telling Robin Williams’ son Zak that they both
shared the strange experience of grieving a famous parent...
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Yellowstone: Who Will Return For The New Season?

It appears that the entire Yellowstone team is on board for
the fourth season. Costner, who plays John Dutton and an
executive, remains the backbone.

The Independent
‘You've lost your mind’: Paul Gosar mocked for
quoting U2 song about MLK to praise slain Capitol

Air Force veteran Ashli Babbitt was shot dead by police officer
inside Capitol Building on 6 January

23h ago

The Independent

Convicted felon flees sentencing hearing and flings
himself off sixth-floor balcony

Officers chased down 44-year-old after he ran from court
room, falling six floors

1d ago

The Independent

DOJ asks judge to dismiss lawsuit against Trump for
protest crackdown before Bible photo op

Lawyers for the former president claim “national security”
concerns justified the actions against demonstrators
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Yellowstone has been a huge success for the Paramount
network and fans are actively. Are all of the yellowstone cast
members coming back for season 4?

The Independent

Arizona Democrat stays mum on why she missed
Capitol riot commission vote

‘She will be entering into the Congressional record that she
would've voted yes, a spokesman for the Arizona senator says

6h ago

USA TODAY Opinion

January 6 Commission defeat previews dangerous
failures to come on voting and elections
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ammunition in his house
Nine VTA employees and gunman died in California mass
shooting

13h ago

Ad - Vitality Health

If You Have Nail Fungus, Do This Immediately
New bacterial breakthrough scientifically proven to fight real
cause of nail fungus
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The Hurricanes were forced to look within, and they
found what they needed to find

“There’s no quit in us,” said Dougie Hamilton after the
Hurricanes came from behind to close out the Predators.
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‘Shame on the Republican party’: GOP senators block
Capitol riot commission

Senate Republicans have blocked a bipartisan commission to
investigate the Capitol insurrection, hoping to crush a probe
into the violent assault before critical 2022 elections while...
1d ago
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Antony Blinken ‘warns Israeli leaders evicting
Palestinians from East Jerusalem could spark war’
It comes after more than 250 were killed in recent violence
between Israel and Hamas
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Canadiens beat Maple Leafs 4-3 in OT to force Game 6
Nick Suzuki scored 59 seconds into overtime and the
Montreal Canadiens beat the Toronto Maple Leafs 4-3 on
Thursday night, rebounding after blowing a three-goal lead t...
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Memo reveals suspect in San Jose VTA shooting
wrote about hating his workplace
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BREAKING NEWS Capitol riot commission

Senate Republicans have blocked a measure to begin a
bipartisan congressional commission to investigate the
Capitol riot, with only six Republicans voting to begin debate...

1d ago
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