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Valerie B. Jarrett is Senior Advisor and Assistant to the President for Intergovernmental Affairs and Public Engagement. Prior to her current position, she

served as Co-Chair of the Obama-Biden Presidential Transition Team, and Senior Advisor to Obama's presidential campaign. Jarrett became the President

and Chief Executive Officer of The Habitat Company on January 31, 2007. She had served as Executive Vice President of Habitat for 12 years. Prior to that,

Jarrett served for eight years in Chicago government as Deputy Corporation Counsel for Finance and Development , Deputy Chief of Staff for Mayor Richard

M. Daley, and Commissioner of the Department of Planning and Development . Before her city government service, Ms. Jarrett practiced law with two

private law firms. Prior to joining the Obama administration, Jarrett served as a Director of corporate and not for profit boards, including Chairman of the

University of Chicago Medical Center Board of Trustees, and Vice Chair of the University of Chicago Board of Trustees. She was a Director of the Local

Initiative Support Corporation, The Joyce Foundation, and a Trustee of the Museum of Science and Industry. From 1995 to 2003, Jarrett served as Chairman

of the Chicago Transit Board. Jarrett also served as Chairman of the Board of the Chicago Stock Exchange from April 2004 through April 2007. She was a

Director of the Federal Reserve Bank of Chicago from January 2006 through April 2007. Jarrett served as Finance Chair for President Obama's 2004 run for

the U.S. Senate. Jarrett received her B.A. from Stanford University in 1978 and her J.D. from the University of Michigan Law School in 1981.
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Every day in America, there are single moms struggling to take sick children to doctors' appointments because missing work isn't an option. Working dads

find themselves straining to focus at work , because their employer doesn't provide paternity leave that would enable them to contribute at home and bond

with their.. .

Read Post

Champion of African American History: The Honorable Shirley Chisholm of New York

(9) Comments | Posted February 28, 2014 | 2:31 PM

"I don't measure America by its achievement but by its potential." - Shirley Chisolm, in her book, Unbought and Unbossed

With her slight build , distinctly precise diction , and relentless energy, Representative Shirley Chisholm of New York will be forever remembered for the

ground she broke in Congress, and...
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(22) Comments | Posted February 27, 2014 | 1:43 PM

Today, from the East Room of the White House, President Obama will launch a new effort aimed at empowering boys and young men of color , a segment

of our society which too often faces disproportionate challenges and obstacles to success. These obstacles are found in our schools, our.. .
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